. Drifters will continue to be released monthly through 1992.
III. Results
Data from cards returned by June 7, 1991 are summarized in Table III and Figure 3 . Bottom drifters were found on beaches and in the nets of fishermen. Drift paths are drawn as straight lines to emphasize the fact that we only know where the drifters were released and where they were found, and not the actual path taken. Exceptions are drift paths for which a straight line would cut across land; we assume that the drifters traveled by water. For the drifters found on beaches, we do not know the time lag between a drifter's arrival on the beach and its discovery. Thus the calculated drift times for these drifters are upper limits.
No cards have been returned from the drifters released on Basin is probably even greater, as drifters moving into deeper, offshore waters are less likely to be found than if they arrive on coasts or in heavily fished coastal areas.
IV. Discussion
The near-bottom water flow measured by a drifter is averaged over time following the unknown path of the drifter. After drifting for many days, the drifter's forward motion is the accumulated difference between flood and ebb tidal currents. The Woodhead drifters released in Massachusetts Bay and Cape Cod Bay have measured different near-bottom drifts originating at the same locations, suggesting weekly or monthly currents caused by storm winds and seasonal changes in river discharge. More data will be necessary to determine the effects of the different processes, so that we can frame general conclusions and predictions about the movement of bottom water and suspended sediments. Correlations between drifter paths, weather, and the velocities measured by moored current meters, and between findlocations and fishing-and beach-use patterns, will be important aspects of data analysis. 
